Newsletter - March 2013
Heath Charnock Chairman's Report 2012/2013
The year under review has certainly been an interesting and lively one with a number of decisions taken which have fundamentally changed the
normal pattern of life for the Parish Council:
We produced and distributed the Parish Questionnaire and have been steadily evaluating the responses emanating from those returned.
We have begun the process of replacing the existing Notice Boards which have been patched up until they are beyond the stage where
any other repairs are tenable.
We are in the process of obtaining a medallion and ribbon to be worn by the Chairman of the Council on formal occasions to try and
emphasise that the Parish of Heath Charnock has its own identity and is not just a subsidiary of the town of Adlington.
Other aspects of the work of the Council are brought to your attention later in this report.
At this stage I think it is worthwhile telling parishioners more about the constituency of the Parish Council.
The Parish Council consists of seven elected Councillors and a salaried Clerk to the Council.
Councillors perform their responsibilities on a voluntary basis, that is we do not receive any remuneration of any kind nor do we receive any form of
expenses. What we do is done out of a genuine interest in the Parish and its well being and out of a genuine interest in raising the profile of Heath
Charnock and in improving the facilities and appearance of the village.
Elections to the Council are held every four years, the next election being in 2016. To the best of my memory, I cannot remember any election having
been contested simply because no people other then existing Councillors have put their names forward as candidates.
If any Parishioner is interested in being a Councillor then please use the notice boards to keep up to date with possible vacancies or consider putting
your names forward when the next election is to take place.
Parish Precept
If the Parish Council is to be able to function properly and maintain and improve existing facilities, as well as providing new facilities, and to continue
to give support to local bodies that serve the wider community, it has to have the funds necessary to enable these actions to take place. These funds
are made available via the parish precept which forms part of your annual Council Tax.
It is worthwhile pointing out that the precept requested by Heath Charnock Parish Council is one of the lowest of the twenty plus parish councils in this
region.
The Parish Council plans its spending in a very careful and well-managed way, but the amount of precept is bound to fluctuate from year to year as
either repairs have to be made, or notice boards are replaced, or other costs increase. What I can promise you is that the precept is carefully planned,
is carefully managed, is not wasted, and is not being hoarded to maintain an over-inflated bank balance.
The precept this year has been set at £7,100. Included in this amount is the cost of a new notice board and also the costs of producing and distributing
two editions of the parish newsletter.
I hope that during the coming year you will continue to show interest in and support the work of the Parish Council as we try to move the Parish of
Heath Charnock forward.

Ian Oakes (Chairman )
3A Bus Service.
Again, during the autumn of 2012, Stagecoach buses suspended the 3A service. This followed a similar move in August 2011. After appeals from
local residents, strongly supported by your local Borough and Parish Councillors, and the intervention of our MP, Stagecoach agreed to reinstate a
much reduced service. Instead of a daily service of two buses each way (except for Sunday) we now only have one bus each way on Tuesdays and
Fridays. (The timetable is given below).
We appeal to everyone who is able to use the service to do so – even if you are only able to use the bus in one direction. Don’t forget you can go from
or return to the Ridgway Arms in Adlington on the 125 Service, which leaves the bus station every 10 minutes during peak times in the week.
Remember the old adage – “USE IT OR LOSE IT!” – Please help maintain the service – you may not need it now – but you might in the future.
3A Bus Service- Tuesdays and Fridays only. (except Public Bank Holidays) Blackrod to Chorley and return
Adlington Library

09:50

Chorley Bus Station

14:20

Bay Horse, Babylon Lane (top)

09:53

Limbrick Cricket Club

14:27

Limbrick Cricket Club

09:56

Bay Horse, Babylon Lane (top)

14:30

Chorley Bus Station

10:07

Adlington Library

14:35

2012 - The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
To mark the occasion, Heath Charnock Parish Council joined with Adlington Town Council and Anderton
Parish Council in commissioning a new stone bench outside the library on Railway Road, Adlington. This
was executed by a local craftsman . The stone was quarried on the east Lancashire border, and the seat
is French oak. This was executed by local craftsman Jack Ashurst, Adlington Dry Stone Walling.
There are several more examples of Jack’s work in the area, including the Heath Charnock-Anderton
boundary stone flower bed on New Road.

Parish Questionnaire
Many thanks to everyone who responded to our questionnaire in the summer of 2012. We received over 150 replies, which gives your parish council
a good working knowledge of the opinions prevalent in the locality. Clearly many of you feel that we are one community with our neighbours in
Adlington and Anderton, and your comments have been shared with our colleagues on those councils.
It was very pleasing to the council to know that the overwhelming majority of you are happy in Heath Charnock, and believe that we are fortunate to
live in a clean, safe environment. Having said that, there were serious concerns about dog-fouling, litter and vehicle-related problems. We can only
take parking and speeding issues to the authorities, and we will do so, as often and for as long as is necessary. The parish council was prepared to
look into the possibility of employing a lengthsman, in co-operation with Adlington and Anderton. Lengthsmen are employed by some parish councils,
such as Coppull, to carry out maintenance and cleansing services on top of those provided by Chorley Council. However, Adlington Town Council
took the view that no extra expenses through the parishes were justified, and the scheme has been shelved. Your wish for more litter bins coincided
with a Chorley Council initiative to provide extra and replacement bins, and most have already been installed. Chorley Council is also holding two
more bins, earmarked for Heath Charnock, and we would like to know, from the parish, where you think these would be most useful. Please contact
the clerk with your preferences, and we will ask for the bins to be installed where you say that the need is greatest.
Your kind comments with regard to the floral displays were much appreciated by the parish council and colleagues in Adlington & District in Bloom.
To the three people who were worried about the cost, we should explain that, apart from the hanging baskets, almost all of the plants in Heath
Charnock are grown by volunteers from seed and plugs, and very few plants are bought in. The cost to the parish is minimal.
Over 1,000 more daffodil bulbs were planted in the autumn, most of which were spent bulbs from Chorley Council. There was no cost to the parish.
We hope that you will enjoy the flowers in the coming weeks.
Adlington & District in Bloom received a silver award in the 2012 North West in Bloom competition, following silvers also in 2010 and 2011. Although
the name of the competition suggests that it is all about floral displays, in fact environmental considerations and sustainability are equally important,
as is a demonstration of support and local pride from the community.
Several of you said that you would like to see wild flower plantings. Adlington & District in Bloom trialled an experimental meadow near the entrance
to the Jubilee Playing Field, Lower Adlington, in 2012, and for 2013 hopes to sow wild flower seeds near the M61 bridge and at the junction of Wigan
Lane and Bolton Road in Heath Charnock, as well as further sites in Adlington and Anderton.
Most respondents to the questionnaire were happy that we have few crimes of any kind, and no serious or violent crime. There was a little concern
about vandalism, and that manifests itself in an expectation that our displays and amenities will be damaged. Police Sergeant Andy Bramhall makes
the point that the better the appearance of a locality, the less vandalism occurs. Our floral displays have not been damaged, but there has been some
recurring petty theft of plants from the planters on Chorley Road, near The Asshawes, and these may need to be reviewed.
Feelings about public transport were sharply divided, according to the part of the parish where the respondents live. The 125 bus service is clearly
quite adequate; the status of the 3A is dealt with in another article in this newsletter.
There was almost 100% support for the retention of the Green Belt, and the next local plan for Chorley, taking us to 2026, preserves the Green Belt
as we know it today. There are serious concerns regarding ongoing issues, upon which the parish council cannot comment at the present time.
The parish council has to take on board from your responses that its role is not well-known. We will strive to do better.

Parish Notice Boards
. The aim of the Parish Council is to replace each one in turn with new ones that will last for a significant number
of years to come. The Parish Council tries to explore various sources of funding for such projects as notice board
replacement and to that end it is envisaged that each notice board will be replaced year on year when/if funding
becomes available.
Many of you will have seen that there is a new notice board sited in the garden/floral area adjacent to Skew
Bridge traffic lights. Other notice boards to be replaced in the future when funds allow are the ones located near
to the motorway bridge near the Bay Horse public house, the one near Hole House Bridge, between the Cardwell
Arms and White Horse public houses, and the one in Limbrick.
Our aim is that the notice boards should continue to provide as good a content of information as possible to the
residents of Heath Charnock, including what is happening in the Parish, local news, local events, details of Parish
Council meetings etc.

Local Policing
“I am PC PAUL HARRISON 4065 and I am the new Community Beat Manager for Rivington, Heath Charnock,
Wheelton, Brinscall, Hoghton and temporarily for Clayton-le-Woods.
I have been in the Police force now for over five Years in the role of immediate response, dealing with
emergency and priority calls. During this period I was assigned to the rural areas of Chorley and this was a
major reason for my applying for this challenging role.
“

Prior to the Police I worked for Wigan and Leigh Housing, working primarily with community groups within the
borough of Wigan.”

Paul is supported in Heath Charnock and Rivington by two PCSOs, Debra Jones and Flick Riding, who also cover Adlington, and Anderton.
Residents are welcome to attend the PACT (Police and Community Together) meetings which are held at the Adlington and District Community
Centre on Railway Road Adlington. These are normally once a month on Thursday evenings at 6.30pm. You can find the dates on the Lancashire
Police website www.lancashire.police.uk/my-area/adlington

Railway Update
The railway line from Manchester to Preston and Blackpool, through Adlington, is to be electrified, with a completion date of 2016. This will improve
the speed and reliability of the service.
The current housing development at Grove Farm on Railway Road, Adlington, will include additional ‘Park and Ride’ provision for the station.

Around Babylon Lane
If you live on or around Babylon Lane near the Post Box, you will have noticed during the summer that there have been on-going initiatives tidying
the area and dealing with persistent dog fouling.
The public footpath which runs at the back of the cottages on Factory Lane and Springfield Terrace; along with the footpath that runs past the Band
Hut have all benefited through the Community Payback Scheme, supported by Chorley Council. As a result the rubbish was removed and the paths
strimmed.
The footpath at the back of the cottages on Factory Lane has been renovated and new raised flower beds have been made. A mature tree which was
fouling the telephone cables and beginning to lean at a dangerous angle, has also been removed by Chorley Council. However, due to the very poor
weather the planting has not been completed; but when spring comes planting will resume and the footpath will become a pleasant place to walk.
One continuing problem on this and all other footpaths in the Parish, is dog fouling. During the summer new signs have been erected on lamp posts
reminding dog owners of the law regarding fouling. This has been accompanied by yellow sprayed notices on the footpaths (which wash away). The
situation is also being monitored by officers from Chorley Council, who visit on a regular basis and they have the power to serve penalty notices on
owners who fail to clean up after their dogs.
Please remember if you are walking on a Public Footpath, or anywhere else where the public has access, you must clean up after your dog.
If you see someone not cleaning up after their dog, please report it to Chorley Council on 01257 515151.
If there are any footpaths in the Parish that you think would benefit from a little TLC, please let the Parish Council know, for while they are not our
responsibility, we may be able to liaise with other agencies to effect improvements.

Canal Clean Up
On Saturday 3rd November around 60 volunteers assembled in Westhoughton Road,
near to Idle Bridge to clean up the canal towpath and the adjoining banking. One party
then went north to Cowling Brow, and the remainder turned south as far as Park Road
in Adlington. Fifty bags of rubbish were collected, as well as a roll of lino and a bike
frame.
Our thanks to Chorley Council for organising the event, to Councillor Kim Snape for
sponsoring it, and of course to the volunteers who took part.
Walkers on the canal towpath will notice that Chorley Council has installed new litter
bins near the access to the towpath at both Rawlinson Lane and Idle Bridge, as well
as additional bins in other places in Heath Charnock. Please help to keep Heath
Charnock tidy by taking your litter home, or depositing it in one of the bins, and ensure
that you clean up after your dog.

Parking
Occasionally problems arise in Heath Charnock when vehicles are parked illegally, or in an inconsiderate manner. This in turn can lead to occasional
instances of stress and anger, involving residents or road users. In Heath Charnock the Parish Council is aware of the hot spots where vehicle parking
has become a problem, or has been a problem for sometime. In fact responses to the recent 2012 Parish Questionnaire indicate that parking is one
of the major concerns for the residents of Heath Charnock. With this in mind it may well be a good time via this newsletter to inform the readers as to
which organisation is responsible for particular types of parking offences, as it is acknowledged that at times it can be quite confusing as to whom a
resident should contact when an issue of parking is identified.
When a vehicle is parked on double yellow lines, the responsibility falls with Lancashire Parking Services (LPS) under the direction of Lancashire
County Council (LCC) - the police do not have powers where double yellow lines are concerned. LPS are also responsible where a vehicle is parked
adjacent to a dropped kerb - but only at pedestrian crossing points. The advice from LCC is that if a resident has a parking issue, then they should
call LPS on 0800 195 2774 or use the online option 'Report a parking problem' at www.lancashire.gov.uk/parking
If a vehicle is obstructing a driveway, a footpath, a lane, or is parked in a dangerous manner, then the responsibility falls to the police. Lancashire
Constabulary advise that when reporting a vehicle committing this type of offence, residents use the new non-emergency number 101.
The issues regarding parking are constantly raised, and discussed, at both Parish Council and PACT meetings. Cllr Kim Snape (our elected Chorley
Councillor) has been very actively engaged with Lancashire County Council and Lancashire Parking Services in order to try and resolve issues as
they have arisen. The Parish Council has been informed that in the calendar year August 2011 to August 2012 LPS carried out 242 visits in Heath
Charnock and the surrounding area, and, as it is a very large geographical area, LCC are happy that LPS are being as effective as possible. These
figures can be somewhat misleading, as the term “visit” can constitute a drive by as against an active foot patrol, and we are suggesting that LCC and
LPS should be more pro active in their approach to parking enforcement in Heath Charnock, particularly in the Babylon Lane and Bolton Road areas.

Speeding
Road safety, in particular speeding, is a common source of concern for the residents. This was highlighted by the responses to the 2012 Parish
Questionnaire that was sent last year to each household in Heath Charnock. Over a sustained period of time Heath Charnock Parish Councillors along
with Cllr Kim Snape have attended the monthly PACT meetings to make the police aware of parishioners’ concerns.
This has resulted in the Lancashire Partnership for Road Safety using their speed enforcement vans, and Lancashire Police using their hand held
speed guns, to carry out enforcement at various sites within the Parish, particularly along Long Lane, Babylon Lane and Bolton Road, at different
times, and days of the week.
Pause for thought - It is an interesting fact that many of the vehicles stopped by police during their period of speed enforcement were driven by local
residents. Clearly there is still a long way to go to educate all road users to keep to the speed limits and drive in a safe manner.
Lancashire County Council has now introduced 20mph speed limits in residential areas within Heath Charnock This is part of a county-wide campaign
to reduce the number of road accidents and increase safety for all residents, by providing safer streets to walk and cycle. Residents may well have
noticed that a SPID (Speed Indication Device) had been deployed in various locations as a reminder of the new 20mph limit that is now effective on
these roads. The roll-out is now complete and all roads where the new 20 mph limit has been implemented are clearly signed. Lancashire County
Council would like to hear from residents, if a vehicle is seen persistently breaking the 20mph speed limit, by contacting its new on-line address of
20mph@lancashire.gov.uk

Adlington Library
In order for Lancashire County Council to provide good levels of service for some smaller villages, it is necessary to share facilities. The Library on
Railway Road is an excellent example of this ideal. The residents of Adlington, Anderton and Heath Charnock all share the Library. Built in the 1960s
our Library really is worth a closer look. To join – just call in, the helpful staff will sort out your membership.
Once you are a member a whole world opens up! Books, DVDs, talking books, graphic novels and ebooks; and whilst our branch does not have music
CDs, these can be ordered, as can any book that is held at any other Library in Lancashire, or nationally.
There is free Internet access and WiFi facilities, and the option to open your own private email account, and staff are always on hand to help you. If
you would like to learn how to use a computer, or brush up on your skills, or maybe just want to know how to perform a certain task, well the library
staff can help you. You can even be signed up to a free service, which will send you an email to let you know when items you have borrowed are due
back at the Library; and lets you know when items are overdue. To make using the Library even easier, if you borrow books from Chorley Library, you
can drop them off at Adlington when they are due back, saving that trip into Chorley.
There is always something happening at our Library!
On the first Thursday of every month, between 1.30pm and 2.30 pm, it’s the Tea/ Coffee afternoon. Enjoy a drink whilst you browse the shelves. Every
second Monday of the month between 1.30pm and 3.30 pm it’s ‘Knit and Natter’. Bring your knitting, crochet, quilting, etc. and enjoy a free drink and
a chat whilst you carry on crafting. On Thursdays between 9.30am and10 am, there is ‘Bounce and Rhyme’. Bring your baby/toddler and sing nursery
rhymes with other parents/carers and children. In term time on Thursdays, between 11am and 11.30 am, there is also Storytime for pre-school children
including stories and craft/colouring sessions. A parent or carer is required to stay with his/her child.
Look out for special craft activities for children during school holidays. Children are always welcome and staff are happy to guide children towards
reading topics, or help with special projects.
Also look out for special events in the evenings.
Opening Hours –Monday 9.30am – 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 7pm, Tuesday 1.30pm – 5 pm, Wednesday Closed, Thursday 9.30am – 12.30pm and
1.30pm to 5pm, Friday 1.30pm – 7pm, Saturday 9.30am – 12.30pm
There is also a mobile library service which visits the area every two weeks , and for the housebound a monthly service whereby volunteers will deliver and collect books from peoples’ homes. For further details of these services, please contact Elaine at Adlington Library.
Telephone 01257 480525
VISIT YOUR LIBRARY TODAY – IT’S A NATIONAL TREASURE

The Luncheon Club
Another shared facility open to the retired residents of Heath Charnock, Adlington and Anderton is the Luncheon Club. Meetings take place every
Wednesday at the United Reformed / Methodist Church on Railway Road. There is a small charge for each meeting, and a charge for special days
out. Meetings commence at 11.45 am, with lunch served between 12 noon and 1 pm.
A warm welcome awaits you, come and join in, and have some fun!
For further details contact Jennifer on 01257 451072
There is an additional special calendar of events for 2013 as follows:13 March

Easter Raffle and Beetle Drive (11.45am – 3pm)

8 May

A.G.M.

5 June

Trip out to Southport

17 July

Secret Raffle, Strawberry Tea and Sing-along
with the Land Girls. (11.45am – 3pm)

30 October

Halloween Raffle and Bingo (11.45am to 3pm)

13 November

Oswaldtwistle Mill for Lunch and shopping.

27 November

Bring and Buy and Christmas Raffle. (11.45am – 3pm)

18 December

Christmas Luncheon

Remembrance Sunday
This is held each year on the 2nd Sunday in November to commemorate all those who have died whilst serving their country. 2012’s Remembrance
parade was held on Sunday 11th November, the 94th anniversary of the end of World War 1. The parade led by the Rivington and Adlington Band
assembled at the Community Centre and marched to St Paul's Church, Adlington for the remembrance service. This include a roll call of those who
had died in the Word Wars read by members of the Scouts and Guides. Following the service the parade made its way to the War Memorial where
wreaths were laid by the Mayor of Chorley, the Mayor of Adlington and representatives of Anderton, Heath Charnock and Rivington Parish Councils,
and our County and Borough Councillors, uniformed organisations and the Rivington & Adlington Band . Following the playing of the Last Post the
parade reassembled and returned to the Community Centre. We would like to thank all the organisations and local residents involved who contributed
to the efficient running of the event this year.

Your Council Tax
The Parish Council has set its precept for the financial year 2013/2014 at £7,100, a reduction of 14%. Chorley Council will do the calculations to
recover this money through the parish council element of the council tax, so the actual difference to last year may well be different, as this depends
upon a number of factors.

Advance Warning - Adlington Carnival - July 12th-14th 2013. (Traffic disruption on Saturday 13th)
Ironman Race 2013 - Sunday August 4th. The route is the same as last year.
Councillors as at February 2013

Heath Charnock Parish Council
All Council correspondence should be sent to the Parish
Clerk:
Mrs E Woodrow
99 Rawlinson Lane
Heath Charnock
Chorley
PR7 4DE

Ian Oakes

49 The Asshawes, Heath Charnock (Chair)

Telephone
480047

Graham Ashworth 4 Springfield Mews, Heath Charnock (Vice Chair)

480338

Elaine Adams
Robert Davison
Judith Hendrickson
Alan Styles
Paul Williams

482311
474037
480515
482689
485604

4 Factory Lane, Heath Charnock.
Springfield Farm, Babylon Lane, Heath Charnock
99 Rawlinson Lane, Heath Charnock
Woodlands, Westhoughton Road, Heath Charnock
3 Chorley Road, Heath Charnock

Tel: 01257 480515
Members of the public are welcome to attend parish council meetings which are held in the Adlington and District Community Centre. See the
council notice boards or the web site www.heathcharnock.org.uk for dates and times.

